WRITING AWARD

those interested in nominating an
~ individual or group for the

2012 Governor’s Volunteerism &
Community Service Awards



Source: Aapted from “Writing Award Winning Nominations
“article written by Mary V. Merrill, L.S.W. , and published in

-

~ Volunteer Management Review™, 2004



Step 1

Inating form instructions and
d Questions” very carefully

critical, required information has been
oked or omitted



1sider Judging Panel
Perspective

ber that the judges will be

scoring multiple nominations

carefully for information
ation instructions

force the judge to hunt for that
mation, thus making it more difficult for
to score the nominee’s accomplishments

= The scoring tool tracks exactly with the
questions asked in the nomination instructions



on Judging Panel
Perspective

t the ]udges do not know

ny pronouns, run-on
ces and acronyms (spell them out
etely before using later in the narrative)

sure to proofread your statements;
grammatical errors and misspelled words
detract from the quality of the nomination



Online Nominations

1ination tool is set up to almost force the
mit the information in the order described
structions

g tool

e submitting an online nomination, we recommend

he nomination narrative be written and saved

onically as a Word or other comparable document to
the nominator to “cut and paste” the information into
propriate section of the online form

- @ The online form does not have a “start, save and finish
- later” feature and it can be frustrating to lose the nomination
information and start over!



Responding to Nomination
Narrative Questions

d direct and support what you
observation and fact

> specific exe
aying |
to your nominee, ask them the questions

listen for information you can use to
bort your own thoughts and ideas

es to reinforce what you

| = Call people that work for and with the nominee
m Gather as much information as possible



1g the Nomination
Narrative

thoughts carefully and follow
form instructions and questions

s on key questions on the nomination form

ibe leadership abilities and how the
inee has made a difference in the
unity through volunteerism

@ Share personal skills such as listening, team-
- building, collaboration, creativity, and
professionalism



Jrafting the Nomination
Narrative

tands out and makes your
nding

. nominee’s accomplishments

de an impact? Provide details and examples

te a unique picture of your nominee by

ibing unique characteristics that are more

1 just what a great or nice person the

ee 1S

‘@ Choose one or two qualities that make your
nominee truly outstanding and give specific
examples




stbmit Complete Nomination
Viaterials on Time!

submit the nomination narrative
1s of support by the deadline
\day, February 6, 2012

(_')mplete nomination narrative and two
5 of support must arrive (not postmarked)
> deadline

« U




estions?

Walker in the Office on
Community Service (OVCS)


mailto:info@vaservice.org

