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	6.2
	VISTA


Service is and always has been a vital force in American life. Throughout our history, our nation has relied on the dedication and action of citizens to tackle our biggest challenges. 

In 1963, President John F. Kennedy spoke of a domestic volunteer program modeled after the newly established Peace Corps. The next year, President Lyndon B. Johnson declared a "war on poverty" and signed the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964. The Act created Volunteers In Service To America (VISTA) and fulfilled President Kennedy's dream. 

The first VISTA members started in January 1965, and by the end of the year, more than 2,000 members were working in the Appalachian region, migrant worker camps in California, and poor neighborhoods in Hartford, Connecticut. By 1966, there were 3,600 VISTA members serving throughout the country. Throughout the 1960s, they helped develop some of the first Head Start programs and Job Corps sites. The first members started agricultural cooperatives, community groups, and small businesses that still thrive today. 

In the 1970s, VISTA merged with Peace Corps and the senior service programs, and the ACTION agency was born. Early in the decade, VISTA recruited trained professionals to serve. Doctors helped develop health care facilities where none had existed before, architects helped renovate and build low-income housing and lawyers advocated for housing and health care reform. 

During the 1980s, VISTA's focus changed to encouraging citizen participation and community self-help. Through their own initiatives, community members could increase awareness and participation in community issues. In 1986, the VISTA Literacy Corps was developed to create literacy councils and expand adult education. One-quarter of all VISTA members focused on increasing literacy rates throughout the United States. 

The 1990s began a resurgence of national service. In 1990, President George Bush developed the Commission on National and Community Service. Further expansion of national service took place in 1993. With the signing of the National Community Service Trust Act, President William J. Clinton developed AmeriCorps and merged the programs to create AmeriCorps*VISTA. Click here to see the AmeriCorps*VISTA of today. 

Throughout the 1990s, AmeriCorps*VISTA members continued the long tradition of starting new and innovative programs. They helped develop tenant-owned cooperative low-income housing, expanded Individual Development Accounts to help people save, and focused on assisting people making the transition from welfare to work. 

In 2000, VISTA marked its 35th year with 6,000 members serving, the largest number serving to date. Members are continuing initiatives began in the late 1990s to bridge the digital divide and promote welfare to work initiatives. According to a recent Accomplishment Study prepared by Westat, Inc. of Bethesda, Maryland, for every dollar spent on an AmeriCorps*VISTA member, $3.33 is returned to the community in the form of financial and in-kind resources and local volunteer time. 

(From: http://www.americorps.org/vista/history.html.  Accessed June 20, 2005)
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